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THE SINISTER COUSIN

A Study i the Inevitable,
With “One Can't Choose
One’s Relatives” for Its

RS. WORCRESTER was furivas. Anne
was amused; her mother, tarming w0
her for support saw that, and was
angrier than aver As for Juohn Woroester,
he was pumxied He was prepared to be onm-
trita, bat he had not yet discowesed the exast
Bature of his offenss. Still, he wau on ke
Gafansive. He was ome of those men whe
wanally are on the defensive when a & stie
eyciome biows up. Fis store of energy was
Bot great anough to-enable him (0 meet oppo-
sition &t home as be 4 in bhis ofics.
“1 dom't guite wnderstand, my dear,” he
mid I a depremiory tobe = After all, you
kmow, it'v not my famit that these people are
my cousiom. And they're-very-distaot coosins.
The stet it takes you an besr or so to find
sut just how you‘re relmted to them =t all,
reu ksew.
“They are youwr coustoa™ ek Mrs
Worcester. “ And they're impossibie —abso-
ntely !mpossibie —commen' | sheuld never
have coxne bews If 1 had known™
He tried to make somethiocg of that He
feit he was being stupld. But be kept on
coming back to the ome point om which, as
ha knew, his poaition was sound. A man
coukier't seiect his reiatives. The thing was
done for him. And they wers very distant
sousina.  He hmadn™t seen or bemrd or thought
af them for yesve.
“Then why did you have (o reveember
Tyemn now™ his wife asked
“Wel—I just @d.” he answersd lamely.
T ame of the place renvinded me, | supposs.
They always lved hare Had bad luck—
“-mdbe, (llness, ost money —all that— -~
Mrs. Worcestar looked at Anoe, and, for
e first tUme met sympathetic eyes. Hut
Arove lookad =a thouxh she thought {t hope
lams-t0 try to make her father onderstand.
“Well we're in for (t™ sadd Mrs Worces
wr. “We've bought the place. John, cant
you sse? Wa wan: to anjoy Reociair-—we
wxnt %0 have nice people for owr friends.
Suppose they oew thess Frassrs are ewr
commins” This is the most exclusive piase—
Sey'd have nofhing to do with o~
Jobn Worcester smook his head dogzedly.
“Lot of seohs,” he sald decistwely.
“Not st-all™ His wifse poanced on the
smbtenent “Peopie mve to be carefwl- -
a place eethin Their young psogs.grow-
'mg up—fooltish idemma Amne—bot Anne's dif
ferent, of course.” She regarded -her daugh
ter with a certaln pride Anoe might be
ying =t becuuse of “the perversily
of her scnee of mnor.  But she was-ssfe-amd
sound .
“Thank you mother ™ she sail swesthy.
“ We can® recogmuise these people,” Mm
Wortestrr pursoed her own thems . gave her
words ffoality, ~ John, you've forgotten theos
far yesrw—yom -eam remember tham now.
They may bave.forgotien the ecoonection—
thay may Dot Bentify-you. [f the thimg W=
talited sbout I shafiedeny it~
Wer ighed and Weked dEstarbod
But be-sall, “Very well my desr ™ = be
wsaally dé-when biw wite-dafvered an it
matoes. Appersntty be wan not oesded sy
mnose, se e ok sdventhge of the opperts-
wity-end sfipped (ato the gardan The g
4mn eknost recowcled & toJiensiatr, whitoh
stherwine be expected to lesthe He knew
o-anadie hisn taknapgoll  ADd be wen godeg
w-yutass. He meast -t sssert hisoselfl for
omon.
—Rpeotten ook = ssid-Anme when she was
shone- withber ™other “Bat it may work
cot-ei-wght. Poor Ded cmn’t onderstand, ef
eourse. But think of tarming up coumns
e e t—rF. of allwyp =
A wam-a corafort. Mra Worcester felt
petter 'wiben abe- icoked &t -ber She counld
dapend wpon.. Avwe. Whenahe fell in lowe,
as sbewpuobably womid before long, it was
cmtmin t bDe wih a thoronzhly eligibie
youmg-Tmmn.  She would-attract the yowng
eccemmmbers-of hin, steep-and gonts, elig
Neand ofberwis:. She wasmrall and allm.
But-her shnuess was & rounded one Haer
smmpierion was wonderfol. art may bave
beliped R, butseture bad done much for &L
You might oot have thought Anne beamti-
tel Bot she was certzindy pretty. Her
oose, & wmall, roond I‘mpertinent affair
troed- wp, her mosth matohed it perfectly
Her cyus were iowely, doop brown, and very
sig. Her skin was fuir; save for her brown
syes amd halr ber colering was light.
= It ewty your Datler wil be sensiblel™ smid
Mra Worcaster
“ Hs's got 90 be.” snid Amme ~ And be i,
wbowt scine thimgs After sfl——
Bhe-dooked abou! lhe great hadl of the meow
homsse The pimce was soormoum; Mierior
Secorstors bad not quite finisbed with It
Period furniare was being srranged; the
Limee repressoted s greal deal of money
~Ho's a dear.” sxid Anoe ~ And he's mmde
an awiful ot -of money these st fow pears,
et he? Heaveos, when [ think of bow
1 msed to ary becaume affver iftfle girs arways
had things | comidn’'t have—— "
=0, of cowrse,” sald Hya Worsstsr. “ yeur
father's a wonderful business man But he
never ssemms to worry. [ don’'t think be
‘akes the DBolsheviki sssiomsly enough [
dmply éont know what we're going » do
abou! servants oot bere StR, it's the smme
tor avery one—"
They both went to find the representative
of The interfor decorstor who had dome the
houss. Reucizir represenied a great change
ter ™he Worcestars Fverytiiing was mew—
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and Min‘t ook B Things they had bought
& wesk ago looked like family bhelricons-
peobably were. Helriooms of some other
family. of esomrse, Lut that needw’t be ex-
phetoed.

Asmne had Gictated the mowe, of cours:
Mra. VWorcester wamnted: ber o mewTy well
A place like Renclelr offered opportonifies:
It-swarned with oligfble young wen. So did
ofther placen; Mm Woroesier might hmve
shosen any ooe of bal a dozen. Basclair
wan seiected becaoss Mrs Worcester knew
Mra Martin Fuster, who was of Renciair's
eslect-—no mmallthing. And some relative of
Mrs. Foster's bad wanted to sell this place
So-brere (hey were

Do you know Rencieir? You koew s
eguivalent If not the plmce 1tself; that is
osrtain A Gofhir railway station surround.
ed by Sower beda Clob cars on the com
meting treins. A few expensive shops nemr
s stntion The customnary  complement of
cherches; a achool. Omrages. A magm™ fcant
country omb with a2 champiooship golf
coarss mod ter! Sarots courts

There were.acarosty 2 dozan bouwses north
of the raflfway tracks that had coat less than
thirty thousaad doilrs tobullkd Hailf a dosen
miillonsdres. perhaps more, since the war
bawi gshow places; thare were any pwumbsr of
men who spokes souifully abowt income sur-
taxes amd excess profita lewies. There were
mo fectories; perish the thought! Few dwell
era In Reodair had 1o struggie slong on
incomen runndng to less than five figwres
But thers were a fow. lLow parsons who
drove cabm and defllvered ice and otherwise
mnistered o the elect. A the Frasesa, of
roorme. John Waorcester's cousim:=

Mrs. Worcaster couldn't see why, after for-
gelting them so long, he had had to remem
ber themn at all. Tet the thing was relatively
simple. [t was the naroe, Renclalr, that had

mted his Y. Whaen it was frst
mentioned he hadn’t really takem it in. He
had nothing te do with the decimion to go
there; he l=ft (hat sort of thing to his wife
She rold him, undoubtediy, and there was a
tme when be had to sign papers and checka
But when he actually began living in the
pimce he leurped ity narse; grew uled o see-
mg it on his commuialieon tekeot, perhaps.

“~ I've got some esusins here —paople oalled
Fraser " be suid one evening. *~ Mother amd
her son. We ought to look them up.”

His wife was miher swed That Jehn
should actuaity have cousims here-struck ber
as verging en fhe mémouioss. It waa ilke
finding money in the pockets of an old gar-
ment. But something, some sixth sanse, led
her to mmite lnquiries before she said amy-
thing. And so the awful truth came out.
These people llved in & ramshackie old bowse
south of the raftway Ewven Renclair, as has
been intimated, had to have itm bit of the
proletartat; the institwtion appeus to be In-
dispensable. But Mrs Worcester felt It
orieir that & coosin of her hosband's shouotd
belomg to It And the male coumin &d;
ghastiy as the discovery wasa, she understnod
that he drove oneof the station cabe.

Mra Worcester wasa not particolarly a
snob. Hhe was siampiy a realist She mowed

Aand's bather binked when he saw me and locked ao W he might try to rum eway.

o Renciair for a I ., mbe had s
ebjsct. Kinship with these Frasers, pub
lioly acknowledged, would leassn ber chanoe
o achiewe that object Renciay, If you
pleasse, was snobhbish’ could Mra Worcester
heip thai?

As for Anme, sbe stood with ber mother
She waan't selting oul esneciously upoa a
matrimondsl campaign. Hot -well, = [t need
ful to-go into detal? Anne had danoed with
young men, firted with them, played with
them, thought about them She had been
kissed opon occasion —wot unwillingly, If the
thing was done with subtlety and skill Bhe
was normal. She had her dressns. Her
traming pointed-to a certain way of making
dreame come troe.

Fé a tine, =s spring ware into sammer,
R locked as though-too much had besn ado
of tha Kraser c e ) The Fra did
mot b the Wor ers, mmde B0 Move
towanrd claimiog kinship. And the Worces
lers 8id well in Renciatr. Mra Foster helped
Formalities wt the clih were pleasantly out
of the way John Woroester mmight hawe
pixyed ns much golf a8 he pleased; &4 in
fact, sinoe he never sst foot opon the Mnka
But Anne dewelopad her game; took lempons
from Ssmxdy Duncan, the club professional.
And she and her mother sdorned the plasss
atl tem time.

Jume saw Mrs Worceater wall pleased
The male youth of Renclair was as excited
abont Amme as could have been wished A
few masculine wings were singed. Anne was
in great damand. It was fairly obvicus that
several young men werr as williing as the
late Mr Barkis. Kzxcellent chapas, all of
them  sheep, esnphatically. oot goats. Wayne
oster, Jimmy Wilde, Fred Morgan, Archer
(raham-—these ssemed 10 be In the lend

Anpe tur.ad ap for her jesson one morning.
and old Sandy llmped out from his shop to
meet her. [t was rbeumatism. he explained
He attribuated his trouble about equally to
the dampness and to prohibition But be
hegged Anne not to fash bersell, which she
hadi po intemtion of doing In any case, and
indionted o sabstitute  « young mun difident
in appearance and, seemingly, ambarrassed

“Dooald wull gae aroun’ wi' ye, miss, '
mid-@andy. Donuld it uppeared, while belng
youmg still had mueh te learn about the
pame, bad sound viewa. The old Scot was
loquacioud; most of his rece are, despite our
rent failmcies to the comtrary. Bo she knew
& good deal sbout Donald before she teed
ber ball; thet he bad come under Sandy's
«ye frwt as a4 eaddy, had gone to war, and,
having &ropped tn to see Sandy, was, just by
ehance, avallable to save a young lady, her
s=lf, from disappointnent

But " was what ahe knew without word
or hint from Sandy that counted. Anne
nearly dded. For she knew the rest of Dom-
alfs neme—Fraser! This was the male

= Tie gory h of Rt appealed
to ber; not for worlds would she have made
an and escaped. Moreover, to do
that would have inwolved hurting Donaild,
and Anoe was not that sort. She regarded
him rather fortively: noddad to herself in a
surprised fashion. Bhe liked him: made that
declsion imstartly. Aod liked him, too, by

L

the standarte she applled to boye Ble Wayne
Foster. That was whal surprised ber

Externally, you ses, (his Fraser cousin
ooked lke any olher preseniable young
man. Cotes? White Maamsis, soft shirt,
sood, stout shovs, pllin the—everytidng all
night there. Faes” Incfined to be square as
to jaw and foreshead She Dked his eyws,
If they were biuve, and comsequently
dide't straln =t his blond ‘Mair His now
was big, but suited himn. He wan a big chap,
might bave played football or rowed on a
crew if he hadn't been a poor relntion unable
o go to eoliege

She glanced at his bands and frowoned.
Thay were sxoeillont hande -amd Anne had
a way of jodging people by their hands
Good, sold, biy fingera, but not blunt Saop
pe wriste—of course. Hls golf implied that
Altogether a good looking well bullt chap
And ber mother's habit of speaking of tLes
Fraser cousins as common didn't go with a
boy lika this. Anne had Dever quite lked
it spywuy. This is rather complicated. But
thene were her father's cousmina, and Anne
waa related to her father while her mofher
was only married to him. Things iike that
make a difference, you koo

The male comsin didn't play He watched
Anne's swing, nodded; bmd little to may untl
rhe tried her midiron. The way she handied
it shocked him, no other werd in adequnte .

“It's not an Indian club™ he protested
" Shorten your swing' BSurely Sandy— "

"0, 1T know,” she said “ But M've never
seen why. [ wan! strength.”

"You've got to sweep under your ball and
carry through with L. Remember it'w not
tead now Try It again ™

He dropped another bali; his wone was per
emplory. It continued to be mo. He didn‘t
make suggestions; he gave commands Anne
found hersell obeying him, too. And she got
& four at the eleventh hole, against the six
tha! had been eminently satiafactory Lhere
tofore

“ You really do koow a lot abowt the game *

aven

she said " But yow're not a regwar pro
fesstonal T

"No" he sald “I'm oot anything jus(
mow. I've been driving one of the station

cabs, but I quit. No—I just dropped io Lo see
wid Sandy thls morning ™

Thut! was the first time she had notioad his
valce at wil consciously. It must have had
its effect, though, In forming that favorabie
tirst lmpreasion she had of him. Common’
Not with that voice! And she liked the way
he talked, to; his cholce of worde Hbe
was really yralefel when the lesson was ower
and sald se.

“You've taught me & loL." she sadd = |
suppose Samdy's tried to tell me the same
things, and I've been stupdd. But, anywsy
I've learned them now.”

“I'm glad, Miss Worcester,” he said

She wondered, lmpishly, whether he knew
Words were on the tip of her tongue; she Li:
it to keep tham back.

Sandy ssid she would probably hawve to pat
up Writh Domald for two or three days. A=
for him, he dédn’t knmow when he'd be aboert
If it was the week end. now, there were two
or three t o1l had thing im their

lockars Bul untf] thesn belwean the dmoip
coms and the drought well they'd Dever
made hims think that tha! war was & good
thing

Anne wus stfll chuckling to berse!’ whon
she went hoine. In the beginning she mes ot
to tell her mother, because I was so fuzay
But she chacged her mind She cooldn’t +
pend ou bher mother's ssuse of humor, she
would probably forb!d owre eswons froen Lhe
male comsin. And Anne wanted them: be
put it all over old Sandy aa & temcher
thowught What her mother Jdda% kesow
wouldn't hurt! bher

e

That remained to be sesn Thers wes:

fagtors for which Anne didet allow The
male youth of Rencheir heretoflore meo
twened, wus still about Apnny had & goosd
ciml of what pleasant o d (adies all alten
tiom. Dances st the club. you koow. rides

in chummy roadstess. moonlit piazsas anz
others not s0 lighted | klsses, once in & while
This story Is no! Victorian, and R has 1w
rucogniee some of Lhe provalen! Kiesss be

tween young people aren’t engaged and
dop't partcntariy want to be

Wk
40 one ano!hes
Bomething had to be settled Anne koew
it She dwin't imtend tw become
tnoee giria who are jus! kissed

= too much emphasis it appesrs
Actually, there

just enough to make Anne

ene of

There
upon this matter of kisses
wertn'! 80 Mmany
ratLer thoughtfu
men, or being kissed by him, or both, = o

After all, kissing a yourg

are a way or ways of discovering the advio
bty of further procesdings culminating
arrangrments with florsts and organists. You
o understand about Anne tha! she was a
parfectly nsoe girl and all?

Wall, then,
Heing kissed by Wayoe Foster was 8o much
the boing kismed by Jimmy Wilde or Archas
(iraham Consider Kisses as symbols;
Anre did, They wuarv syo-bols of the same
thing didn't
ML Whose Kisses pewmsed ber Do more than
those of three or four olher young men. 1t
s tuck her as Bhe bad un idea tha
tuere was & way of kissing and boeing kisse!
tha! was as ye! berond her expericoce

this was what troubled Anns

the

And Anne want (0 marry a

lame

Anpe you will ghserve, was making preg
resn.  Bbe was doing some original thinkiog
wpou Mmatters obscure and profound She
was asing nefther the phrases nor the ments!
processes of Freud or Beruard Shaw or any
of the other philosuphic thinkers about lowve
but sbhe was digging. o ber own way and i
her own sort Of soll, for the same truth. Her
nsethods were strictly empirionl. But the
fact that she thought about them afterward
makes all the difference. Aboul the kisses

bhe wondered one day, out of a clewr sky
o it were, what it would be ke to be kiase'
by a male cousin

That affair had bean goimg on In the most
cmsual and indeterminate fashlon. He hed
without discussion or arrangement snp
pianted Bandy as her teacher. the two of
them had some understanding, she supposed
Al' she knew was tha! she continoed to pay
Sandy: rather, that ber father Al when be
settled his house accogont The male comal
just comtinued to turm up every day alter
Bandy was perfectly well

-~

The lemsons wers pretty parfunciory sow
what they really dd was to play sighises
holes together. He gave her spme adviea
Fut she bheaded the woman's handioap |t
pow and was quite good enough ?or Lourns-
ments had she cared to enier them. They
talked about golf, of cotrse, ie the main, pot
there were other topios. She askad him abowt
the war. He had bess in aviation. Freased
be admirted that he had go! across Taas
he'd brought dewn a Boche be ‘oogm
Later, having investigutead abe actussd him
of having been a0 sos. He remaried that
that sort of thing was all rot—whether you
got & Jot of Hone or not bad been all luck
And she'd butter walch tha! left sbouidw
cf here on her drive Ehe was geiting care
rmn. He was severs sbout her forsm Lhe
test of that day

Bo she wondered, that sosidenial day. ab
having blm kiss her and woked st him o &
curkons, specoiative WAy Asd about oms
minute later censed wondering She koew
She knew many things That whes she
had suspectsd thet K wes possibie @ be
kissed with resuits estirely different from
those mchieved by the Messrs Foster, Wilde
Morgan (Grabam, etc etc. she bhad been pwr
fmctty right For when the male ocouds
Kiased one oDe loft ones breath and obe'r
hatr becarne disarTanged And one clung w
bin and kissed him back and couldn’t be
kiped sneugh And knew Enew what K was
tc ove and be lWoved

“PDon'" sbhe said and sank Sown en the
rorf, shaken and scared Oaly o be eaught
wp and kissed again Sweclhenrt be omlled
ber, milly things lks that And sbe
himn and everything be said and did
= Yoo—0O, Don—you're my cousin-—-sort of
4 you kmow™

Bhe was awfully frightened when she hod

ool

said that And the way he nodfsd didnt
reassure ber ~ Youll hale ma I'm such
& bemstly—litUs —esnoab =

Bu! be AiAn‘t hate ber ai all: wnen™ going
W bate her. And he'd always kmown Lhew
were onuaine. He aughed abomt 1 Ard
abou! the way she amd her mother bhad ‘et
Ehe dkdn't wokder onlll ater hew he knew
that

They dMn't really tafk, you knew. it would
be ridicolous te try (o set dowe what thay
Neither lot the other finish & senieomm
commupicaied some Umngs
mother would be dfcult He didn™ -are
But her father was & dear He wasn't L
worry He Mdo’t mear 10 worry——oolhieg
w waorry abowt Dow! He was & poor rels
Uoh of oourse -many milerruptions o
then- Dot ia the extremaly oear foture he
wasn1l gotng 10 be s0 dernsd poor Al Lhed
He thought they might go and el her mo! he
righ! away

But then she asserted herself [t wea
abou! Time HMe had beex !In comtrol o &
dangerous erted up W Ueen Bak she mus
Gecide about leilmg ber mother Cousdr?
e see that? He yiolded the point. But be
bad o see ber (ha! eveming She sid Che
could be mansged abe'd gel awny and e
bim. Ov a coromr—she ddo™ care be
thought she ought! tw meet his molher A
wine woman. She could sdvise them  Aiae
wanled to mee! b ool her, of

B, ultimately they parted and she wont
home W lanch and ber meother look
calling that afterocen Mra Woroester
poe suspicions. she just onomenied or

waid

Hut they He

[ tie J

Dat
had
bow
parilcolariy wall AnDe iocked and purred
whon she mw be way Wayne
mother jooked al bher

Mesting Uom in the evenlng was abemardy
almpie were always Croppling
around when Apne was sitting alone on ‘he

Fosims e

Young ™men

pizazza. and carrying her of S0 she jus
went, and he was wmalling for bes Her
mother If she missed ber al all probabdly

though! she was motoring or sittimg in "he
gardenn. And all the Ume she was walkine
dowr the Wow guarter of Ranciair
and being kissed between amp posts  To
her romplete satisfaction EBhe was making
further discoveries abou! being
the mmle cousin It was Dot only diferen
from having any other young man do i K
be did N And wh

toward

Kwmsed by

was diflferant every lume
hadn't dared 1o hope for anything so toriling
as that

Bbe loved his mother Mra Fraser kne
all aloutl everything and ook Anue into Dew
arms &nd kissed her laughed a great
listen 10 ADY ApPHOKMES

and

i) and wouidn'i

My dear <f course, 1 underwtand™ &be

£ S 1 know ['H Wite your molher A e
your father s u dowr I've awivars llked hisn
= ] puppos: he's changed stoos you Anew

hm ™ sald Anoe bul he is sweel "

“He bam changed so very much.™ mald
Mrs Fraser
Anpe stared Lwn mughed

* Your fatbers a ralior sweelheart™ said
ha =Du you knuw what he's being
Soesking down bere
make old Tnabioned slrawlbe: Ty sl icake Tor
him' *

“My dad’™ Anne coliapsed ‘The ol
wretch! But what you must have thought f
mother and me.”

“Not & bit of iL.™ smid Dom
proud—even if we—~

“Don'" Mra Fraser shecked him
ook el severs

“ What s 17
Anne

= Of courss | mve mother You don't know
her yel the way | do.™ He 4d say that Las
really 44 = 8he love "

“I'll kill you If you den™t hurry and taf
—

“1 can™t hory It's too commilioated. e
you know how we're related? [1's like this
My mother's grandfather Mmappesred after

doing*
abDd getung motber

" We're pot

Eh~

You've got Lo tell me' " wmid

————
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